Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



It 




li 


:^^^^^^E7^<^^^H 


\i 


liii^^^g^; 


I'*^ > myS'm 'msi 




,*- 



600088371X 



[ 




? 
i 



r 
t 

] 






n 



! 



f 
> 



AN 



.A 



APPEAL 



N 



T O T "H E 



PUBLIC 



FOR 



RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 

Againft the Oppreffions of the prcfent Day* 



r 

Brethron, ye have been called unto Liberty ; only uie 
not Liberty for an occaiion to the Flefh, but by love 
ferve one another. Gal, V. 15, 
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INASMUCH as there appears to us a real 
need of fuch an appeal, we would previ- 
oufly offer a few thoughts concerning the 
general nature of liberty and government, 
and then (hew wherein it appears to us, that our 
religious rights are encroached upon in this land. 

It is fuppofed by multitudes, that in fubmit- 
ting to government we give up fome part of 
our liberty, becaufe they imagine that there is 
fomething in their nature incomps^tibie with each 
other. But the word of truth plainly (hews, 
that man firft loft his freedom by breaking over 
the rules of government \ and that thofc who 
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HOW fpcak great /welling wards about lihtrty^ 
■while they dtjpife government ^ arc thcmfel ves fer^ 
vants of corruption. What a dangero us error, 
yea, what a root of all evil then muft it be, for 
men to imagine that there is any thing in the 
nature of true goverament that interferes with 
true and full liberty ! A grand caufe of this e- 
vil is, ignorance of what we are, and where we 
are ; for did we view things in their true light, 
it would appear to be as abfurd and dangerous, 
for us to afpire after any thing beyond our ca- 
pacity, or out of the rule of our duty, as it would 
ibr the frog to fwell till h« burfts himfelf in try- 
ing to get as big as the ox, or for a bead or ^ 
fowl to dive into the fifties clement till they 
drown themfelves. Godlinefs with contentment is 
great gain : But they that w/7/ take a contrary 
comic fall into temptation^ and afnare^ and into 
ifhany foolifh and hurtful lujls^ which DRpwN men 
in deJtruSiion and perdition, i Tim. 6. 6, 9. 

The true liberty of man is, to know, obey an(J , 
enjoy his Creator, and to do all the good unto, 
and enjoy all the happioefs with and in his fel- 
low-creatures that he is capable ot •, in order to 
whicji the lawof love was written in his heart, 
which carries in it*s nature union and benevo- 
lence to Being in general, and to each being in , 
.particular, according to it's nature and excellen- 
cy, and to it's relation and connexion to and 
with the fupreme Being, and ogrfelves. Each 
rational foul, as he is a part of the whole fyftem 
of rational beings, lo it was and is, both his du- 
ty and his liberty to regard the good of the 
wfidc in all his ^ftions. To love oiirlelves, and 

truly 



truly to feek our own welfare, is both our liber- 
ty and our indifpenfible duty ; but the conceiif 
tiiat man could advance either his honor or hap^ 
pinefs, by difobedience inftead of obedience, was 
firft injected by the father of lit 4^ and all fuch 
conceits ever fince are as falfe as he is. 

Before man imagined that lubmiffion to go- 
vernment, and afting ftriftly by rule was con-* 
finement, and that breaking over thofe bounds 
would enlarge his knowledge and happinefs,? 
how clear were his ideas ! (even fo as to give 
proper-names to every creature) and how great 
was his honor and plcalure ! But no fooner did 
he tranfgrefs, than inftead of enjoying the bold- 
nefs of innocency, and the liberties of paradife, 
he fneaks away to hide himfelf ; and inftead of 
clear and juft ideas, he adopted that matter of all 
abfurdities (which his children follow to this 
day) of thinking to hide from Omniciencv, 
and of trying to deceive him who knows every 
thing ! Inftead of good and happinefs, he felt 
evil, guilt ahd mifery ; and in the room of con- 
cord was wrangling, both againft his Creator and 
his fellow-creature, even fo that Ihe who was be- 
fore loved as his own fiefh^ he now accufes to the 
great Judge. By which it appears, that the no- 
tion of man's gaining any dignity or liberty by 
refufing an intire fubmiflion to government, was 
fo delufive; that inftead of it's advancing him to 
be asGodSy it funk him down into a way of a<5l- 
' ing like the beafts and like the devil ! the beafts 
arc aftuated by their fenfes and inclinations, and 
the devil purfues his defigns by deceit and vio- 
lence. With malicious reflections upon God, 



and flattering pretences to man^ he drew him 
down to gratify bis eyes and his tafte with for- 
bidden fruit : and he bad no fooner revolted 
from the authority ofheaven^ than the beauty 
and order of his family was broken ; he turn's 
accufer againft the wire of his bofom, his firit 
fon murders the next, and then lies to his Maker 
to conceal ic, ; and that lying murderer's pofteri- 
ty were the firft who broke Over the order of 
marriage which God had inftituced ; and things 

^proceeded from bad to worfc, till all flefh had 
corrupted his way, and the earth was filled with 

iSiyiolence, fo that they could no longer be bprne 
with, but by a juft vengeance were all fwept a- 
way, only one family. 

m 

Yet all this did not remove the dreadful dif- 
temper from man's nature, for the great Ruler 
of the univcrfc dircftly after the flood, gave this 
as one reafon why he would not bring fuch ano- 
ther while the earth remains, namely. For the 
imagination of marts heart is evil from his youth \ § 
fo that if he was to drown them as ofcen as they 
dcferved it, one delyge muft follow another con- 
tinually, Obferve well where the diftemper 
lies ; evil imaginations have ufurped the place 
of reafon and a well informed judgment, and 
hold them in fuch bondage, that inftead of be- 
ing governed by thofe noble faculties, they arc 
put to the horrid drugery of feeking out inventions j 
for the gratification of flejhly lujls^ which war a- 
gainft the foul ; and to guard againft having: 
thefc worft of all enemies detedcd and fubdued. 
Enemies which are fo far from being God's crea- 
tures, 

$ Gen. 4. 19. 2nd 6. 13, 15. and 8. 21. 
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ttiriSS, that ftriftly fptakiftg, they have no bcmg 
at all in themfelves, only are the privation of his 
creatiii-es v^cll-being •, therefore fin with it*s off- 
fpring death, will, as to thofe who are faved, be 
fwattowed up in vWorj. Sin is an enemy both 
to God and maii^ which was begotten by fatan, 
and was conceived and brought forth by man ; foe 
luftwhen it is conceived bringeth forth fin, and 
fin when it is finilhed bringeth forth death. { 

No»^ how often have we been told, that he is 
Inot a freieman but i flavc, whofe perTon and 
goods are not at his own but anothers difpofal ? 
Andi to hav6 foreigners corrie arid riot at our ex* 
peric6 and in the fruit of bur labours, has of- 
ten bfceft rcpriffented to be worfe than death. 
And (hould the higher powers appear to deal 
with tertlporaf oppreSbrs according to their dc- 
ferts, it would feem ftrange indeed, if thofe who 
have fufiertd intolerJibly by them, (houldemplov 
all their art and power to conceal thehr, and fo 
to prevent their being brouglit to jufticc ! But 
how is our world filled with fuch madncfs con- 
cerning fpiritual tyrants ! How far have pride 
and idfidelity, covetoufnefs and luxury, yea de- 
ceit and cruelty, thofe foriegners which came 
from hell, carried their influence, and fpread their 
baneful mifchiefs in X)ur world ! Yet who is will- 
ing CO own that he has been deceived and en- 
flaved by them ? Who is willing honcftly to 
bring them forth to juftice ! All acknowledge 
that thefe enemies are among us, and many com^ 
plain aloud of the mifchiefs that they do -, yet 
iven thofe who lift their heads fo high as to Uu.^ 

// Ecd. 7. 29. I Pet, z. \u \vax. \/^^^ ^^- 
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at the atpnemcntof Jefus,and the powerful influ- 
ences of theSpirit, and flight public & private de- 
votion, arc at the fame time very unwilling to owa 
that they harbour pride,infidelity, or any other of 
thofc dreadful tyrants. And nothing tut the 
divine law refcred to above, brought home with 
convincing light and power, can make them tru- 
ly fcnfiblc of the foul- fla very that they are in : 
and 'tis only the power of the gofpel that can 
Tet them free from Jin^ fo as to become the fer- 
vants of right eeufnefs : can deliver them from 
,thefe enemies^ fo as to ferve God in b§linefs all 
their days. And thofe who do not thus know 
the trutby and have not been made free thereby, 
% yet have never been able in any country to 
fubfifl: long without fome fort of government ; 
neither could any of them ever make out to ef- 
tablifli any proper government without calling 
in the help of the Deity. However abfurd their 
notions have been, yet they have found human 
fight and power to be fo fliort and weak, and a- 
ble to do fo little toward watching over the con- 
duct, and guarding the rights of individuals,thac 
they have been forced to appeal to heaven by 
oaths, and to invoke aflTiftance from thence to 
avenge the caufe of the injured upon the guil- 
ty. Hence it is fo far from being neceflfary for 
any man to give up any part of his real liberty 
in order to fubmit to government, that all nati- 
ons have found it neceflTary to fubmit to fome 
[overnment in order to enjoy any liberty and 
rcurity at alK 



Wc 
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We are not infenfible that the general notion 
of libcrty,is for each one to aft or conduft as he 
pleafcs 5 but that government obliges us to adt 
toward others by law and rule, which in the ima- 
gination of frrany, interferes with fuch liberty ; 
though when- we come- to the light of truth, 
what can poflibly prevent it's being the higheft 
pleafure, for every rational perfon, to love God 
with all his heart, and his neighbour as himfelf, 
but corruption and delufion i which, as was b.'- 
fore noted, are foreigners and not originally be- 
longing to men. I'hcrefore the divine argu- 
ment to prove, that thofe wljo promife liberty 
while they defpifc government are fervants of 
corruption is this •, For of whom a man is O' 
vercomcy of the fame is be brought in bondage. 
z Pet. 2. 1 8, 19, He is fo far irom being free 
to aft xhtman^ that he is a bond-JIave to ^c ^ 
worft of tyrants. And not a little of this tyran- 
ny is carried on by fuch an abufe of language^ 
as to call it liberty, for men to yield thcmfelves 
up, to be fo foolijhj dij obedient and deceived y as 
to ferve diners lujis and fleajures. Tit. 3. 3. 

Having offered thefe few thoughts upon the 
general nature of government and liberty, it is 
needful to obferve, that Goc\ has appointed two 
kinds of govctrnment in the world,which arc dif- 
tinft in their nature, and ought never to be con- 
founded together ; one of which is called civil, 
the other ecclefiaftical government. Arid tho* 
we ihall not attempt a full explanation of therii, 
yet fpmc effential points of difference betweenr"^""'* 
them are neccjpary to be mentioned, in ord?^r 
truly ,to opefioun grievances. ' . 



SECTION I, 

Some eflential points of dtflTefence between ci- 
vil and ccclefiaftical government. 

I. The forming of the conftitution, and ap- 
jpoincment of the particular orders and offices (^ 
civil go^iernment is left to human difcretion^and 
pur fubmiffion thereto is required under the Mtne 
of their being, th6 ^dinances of men for the 
Lord's fake, i Pet. 2. 13, 14. Whereas in 
ecclefiaftical affairs wc are mod folemnly warned 
not to be fubjeli td crdinancesy after the doc- 
trines and commandments of men^ Col. 3. 20, 22. 
And it is evident that He who is the only worthy 
olMedt of worlhip, has always claimed it as his 
fofe prerogative, to determine by exprefs laws, 
what his worlhip ihall be, who fhall minifter in 
It, and how they (hall be fupported. How ex- 
prefs were his appointments . concerning thefc 
things by Mofes ? And fo wife and good a ruler 
as Solomon, was not intruded with any legifla- 
tive power upon either of thefc articles^ but had 
the exafl: dimenfions of the temple, the pattern 
and weight of every veffel, with the treafuries of 
the dedicate things^ and the courfes of the Priefts 
and Levites^ all given to him in writing by the 
Spirit^ through the hand of his father David« 
I Chron. 28. 11 — 19* And fo drift were God's 
faithful fervants about thefc matters, that Da- 
niel who in a high office in the Perfian couTt,be^ 
haved fo well that bis moft envious and crafty 
foes, could find no occafion ^aiftft him, nor 
fault in him concerning the kingdom^ till th*y fell 
upon, the device of movitig the king to cnoke^ 
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41 .decree about wor(hip» that (hould interfere 
with Daniers obedience to his G6d ; yet when 
that was done, he would not pay fo much re- 
gard to it as to fhut his windows, Dan.-d* 4-=- ' 
II. And when the Son of God,^ who is the . 
great Law-giver and King of his church, canic 
and blotted X)ut the hand-writing of the typical 
ordinances, and eftablifhed a better covenant, or 
cpnftitutioi^i of his churchy upon better promifes, 
we are aflured that he was faithful in all bis 
if^ufi, and counted worthy of more glory than 
Mfifei. What vacancy has he then left for fali- 
able nien to fupply^ by making new Jaws to re- 
.gulate and fu{>(>9rt bis wprCbip ? efpecially if we 
confider, 

2, Xhat as the putting any ^sen into civil of- 
fice is of inen,of the people of tthe world ; fo of- 
ficers ha^e .truly no mpre authority than xkut peo- 
ple give than : And how qame the people of the 
world by ^any ^cclcfigfticaj power r They arm 
the magiftrate with the fwerd^ that he may be 
>a niinii^ of God So them fdrgood^ and might 
execute i^rath upon evU doers •, and for this 
caufe they pay them iriiute : upon which the 
apoftle proceeds to name thofe divme command* 
meats which «re comprehended in love to our 
neighbour, and which \worlc no ill to him. Sure- 
ly the in{pired writer had not forgotten the firft 
and great command of, love to God •, but as this ^ 
xhapter treats the mod fully of the nature and 
tttid of civil government of any one in the ne^v* 
Ceilament, docs it not clearly fhew that the 
crrnies which fall within the magift rates ^i^^^^- 
di^on to punilb, are onA^ ^vxOcv ^si v^tyfsC ^ <^ 
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our neighbour ? Rom. 13. i— 10. While 
church government rcfpcfts our behaviour to- 
ward God as well as man. 

3. All adts of executive power in the v civil 
ftate, are to be performed in the name of the 
king or ftate they belong to -, while a]l our re- 
ligious a6ts are to be done m the name of the 
Lord Jefus ; and fo are to be performed heartily 
as to the Lor dy and not unto men. And it is but 
lip Jervice, and vain worjhip, if our fear toward 
him is taught by the precepts of men. Col. 3.17, 
^23. Ifa. 29. 13. Mat. 15, 9. It is often plead- 
ed, that magiftratcs ought to do their duty in re- 
ligious ^s well as civil affairs. That is readily 
granted ; but what is cheir duty therein ? Surely 
it is to bow to the name of Jefus^ and to ferve 
him with holy reverence ; and* if they do the 
contrary they may cxpeft to perifh jrom the way. 
Phil. 2. 10. Pfa. ^. 10-^12. But where is 
the officer that will dare to come in the name 
of the Lord to demand, and forcibly to take, a 
tax which was-impofed by the civil ftate ! And 
can any man in the light of truth, maintain his 
character as a minifter of Chrift, if he is not con- 
tented with all thatChrift's name and influence will 
procure for him, but will have recourfe to the 
kings of the earthy to force money from the peo- 
ple to fupport them under the name of an em- 
baffador of the G^^^i&^/?z;^» !' Does not fuch 
condudt look more like the way of thole who 
made merchandize offlaves and fouls ofmen^ than 
it does like zht fervants who were content to be 
' Hf their ^Jafter^ who faid. He that hearetbysu 

- _ bearuk 
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bearetb me ; and he that defpifefh you defpifelb 
me? Rev. i8. 9, 13. Luke 10. 3 — 16. 

4. In all civil governments fome are- ap- 
pointed to judge tor others, and have power to 
compel others to fubmit to their judgment 2 
but our Lofd ha» molt plainly forbidden us, ei- 
ther to aflume or fubmit to any fuch thing in 
religion. Mat. aj. 1—9. Luke 22. 25 — 27, 
He declares, that the caufe of his coming in- 
to the world, was-to bear witnefs unto the truth \ 
and fays he. Every one that is of the truth heareth 
fny voice. This is the natufc of his Kingdom^ 
which he f^yzyls not of this world : and gives that 
as the reafon why his fervants (hould not fight ^ 
or defend him with the fword, John. 18. 36, 37, 
And it appears to us that the true difference and 
exa£t limits between eccle(ia(lical and civil 
government is this, That the church is armed 
with light and truth, to pull down the llrong 
holds of iniquity, and to gain fouls to Chrift, and 
into his church, to be governed by his rules 
thcpem ; and again to exclude fuch from their 
communion, who will not be fo governed ; whil^ 
the (late is armed with thtfwerd to guard the 
peace, and the civil rights of all perfons and fo- 
cictics, and to punilh thofe who violate the 
fame. And where thefe two kinds of go- 
vcrnment, and ^ the weapons which belong to 
them, are well diftinguifhed, and improved ac* ' 
cording to the true nature and end of their in- 
. ftitutiqn,.the cfFefts are happy,aiid they do not at 
all interfere with each other ; but where they have 
been confounde^l together, no tongue nor ^ea 
caji /uUy dcfcribc the m\lc\V\^t\\V\^^.\vaNt. ^>jvS>iK.^\ 
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0f which the lio\y Ghoft gave early and plata 
warnings. He gave notice co the church, that 
the main of thole antichriftian confufions and 
abominations, would be drawn by philofophy 
and deceit, trom^he, band-wrtting jof ordinancts 
chat Chrill has blotted out. And to avoid the 
fame, direds the fainisto walk* in Chrift Jefus 
ns they received bim^ rooted and built up in bm^ 
and ftablifhed in the faith ^s they have heen 
taugkt \ viewing that they are t^mpltte in bim^ 
wbicb is t be HtL AD pver all paiNcjPALiTy and' 
?ow€R. Therefore be charges them not to be 
isteguiled into a voluntary bumiUtyj by ibch flefik- 
fy mimb as do not hold this Head^ btic would 
fubieft them to ordinances after the do&rifies 
and commapdmems of men. CoK 2« 

Now 'tis well known that this glorious Head 
made no ufe of fecukr forc^ in the firft fitting 
Up of the gofpcl church, when it might feemto be 
pccul.rly needful if ever ; and it is alfo very evi- 
dent, that ever fince men came into the way of 
ufing force in fuch affairs, their main arguments 
to Tupport it have been drawn from the old jew- 
i(h conftitution and ordinances. And what 
work has it made about the head as Jwellas mem^ 
bfcrs of the xhurch ? 

Firft they moved Conftantine, a fecolar 
prince, to draw his fword againft heretics ; but 
as all earthly ftates are changeable,the iame fword 
that Conftantine drew againft heretics, JuHon^ 
.turned againft the orthodox. However, as the 
high prieft*sfentcnce in the Jewifhftace, divided 
luducrs both for prince and peopk|-tK< fame de- 
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eeitful pilofophy^ that had gone fo far» never left 
' plotting till they had fetupan ecclefiaftical head 
over kingdoms as well as churches, who witii 
Peter's keys was toop#n and fhut,bind an'd looiet 
both in fpiritual and temporal affairs. But after 
niany generations had groaned under this hell* 
iih tyranny, a time came when England renounc- 
ed that head, and £:t up the king as their head 
in eccleftaftical as well as civil concernments ; 
and though the free ufe of the fcripcures which 
was then introduced, by a divine bleiling, pro^ 
duced a great reformation, yet ftill the high places 
were not taken away, & the lordbijhops made fuch 
work in them, as drove our fathers from thence 
into America,* The firft colony that came to 
this pare of it carried the reformation fo^far, as 
not to make ufe of the civil power to fave the 
people -to fupport religious minifliers (for which 
they have had many a lafh from the tongues 
& pens of thofe who were fond of that way) but 
t-he fecond colony, who had not taken up the 
qrofs (a as to feparate from the national church 
before they came away, now determined to pick 
out all that they thought was of univerfal and 
moral equity in Mofes's laws, and fo to frame a 
chriftian common- wealth here, f And as the 
Jews were ordered not to fct up any rulers over 
them who were not their brethren \ fo this colony 
resolved to have no rulers nor voters for rulers, 
but brethren in their churches. And as the 
Jews were required to inflid corporal punifti- 
ments, even unto death, upon non-conformers to 
their worfhip^ this common^ wealth did the like to 
fuch as refufed to conform t0 their way *, and they 

ftrovc 

f MaflUchufetts hiftory, \o\» \^ \*^ \^\\ 



( «f > 

ftrove very hard to have the church govern the 
world, till they loft their charter ;.Gnce which 
they have yielded to have the world govern the 
church, as we (hall proceed to (hew. 

SECTION II. 

• A brief view of how civil and eccleflaftical af- 
fairs are blended together among us, to the de- 
pri^ring of many of God's people of that liberty 
. of confcicnce which he has given them. 

We are not infenfible than an open appear* 
ance againft any part of the conduft of men in 
power, is commonly attended with difficulty and 
danger*; and could we have found any w^y 
wherein with clearnefs we could have avoided the 
prefent attempt, we would gladly have taken it. 
But our blefled Lord & only Redeemcr,has com- 
manded us, to fi and f aft in the liberty where* 
with be has made us free \ and things appear 
fo to us at prefent that we cannot fee how wc 
can fully obey this command, without refufing 
any aftive compliance with feme laws about re- 
ligious affairs that are laid upon us^ And as 
thofe who are interefted againft us, often accufe 
us of complaining unreafonably, we are brought 
under a neceffity of laying open particular fafts 
which otherwife we would gladly have conceal- 
ed ; and all muft be fcnfiblc that there is a vaft 
difference between expofing the faults, either of 
ipdividuals or communiues, when the caufe of 
truth and equity would fuffer without it, and the 
doing of it without any fuch ' occafion. Wc 
view it to be our incumbent duty, to render un- ^ 

to 
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to Csefar the things that arc his, but that it is of 
as much importance not to render unto him an/ 
thing that belongs only to God, who is to be o^ 
beyed rather than man. And as it is evident to 
us,that God always claimed it as his. fole prero- 
gative to determine by his own laws, what his 
worfhip ihali be, who (hall minifter in it, and 
how they fhall be fupported ; fo it is evident 
that their prerogative has been, and ftill is, en- 
croached upon in our land. For, 

T. Our legiflature claim a power to compel 
every town andparifh within their jurifdiftion, to 
fet up and maintain a pedobaptift worfliip a- 
mong them ; although it is well known, that in- 
&nt baptifm i« never exprefs'd in the Bible, only 
is upheld by men's reafohings, that are chiefly 
drawn from Abraham's covenant which the Holy 
Ghoft -calls, The covenant of circumcifion^ Afts 
7. %. And as cirtumcifion was one pf the hand- 
Writing > of ordinances which Chrift has ^/c^/z^i 
out^ where did any ftatc ever get any right to 
compel their fubjcfts to fet up a woilhip upon 
that cov-enant ? 

^ a; Our afcended Lord %\yt% gifts unto men 
\t\ a Sovereign way as fcems good unto him, and 
he requires Every many as be has received the 
^iffytH)en f$ to minijier the fame ; and he re- 
proved his apoftles when they for*bid one who 
w^s improving his gift, becaufe he followed not 
them* I Pet. 4. 10, ii. ,Luk. 9. 49. But 
the MaiTachufetts legiflature, while they claim a 
t>ower to compel each parifti tp fettle a minifter^ 
^ave alio determined that he rauft' be one, who 
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iias either an accademical degree, or a teftimo* 
jiial in his favour from a n;^ajority of the mini- 
ftcrs in the county where ine parifh lies. So 
that let Chrift give a man ever Jr great gifts,ytt 
hereby thefenninifters derive a noble power from 
the ftate,to forbid the improvement of the lame, 
if he follows not their fchemes. ^ And if the 
apoftles aiTumed too much in this refpeft to 
themfclves, even when their Lord was with 
them,can it be any breach of charity to conclude 
that minifters are not out ot danger of doing the 
like now ? efpecially if we confider how intereft 

operates in the affair ! For, 

• ... ... •-/ 

3, Though the Lord hath ordained that tb^ 
which preach the gofpel (hall live of the go/pel i 
Ct by the free compiunications to tbemy which hi$ 
gofpel will produce, i Cor. 9. tg, 14. Gal. 6. .$. 
y. Yet the minifters of our land have. chorfcn 
to live by the law \ and as a reafon therefor, ^ne 
of their moft noted writers, inftead of prodqciDg 
any truth of God, recites the tradition of a m^n, 
who faid, ^* Minifters of the gofpel would have 
" a poor time of it, if they muft rely on 2LJree 
*' contribution of the people for their mainten- 
" ance," And hefa^s, •' The laws of the pro- 

." vince 
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f it has been the cuAom of jnili^r's who asp fettled ^ii^ 
this way, for thefe thirty: years paft,' to apply xhe ^ain^ayt^ 
of Core to thofe who have 4iffented from them ; ad if they 
were as certainly in the right way 9 as Mo(e$ and Aaron Were- 
And 16 minifters ih the county of Windham, in a public 
letter to their people in 1744, ftUfrtheirs, '< The iniOituted 
<* churches ;" land, thofe who hful withdrawn from thern^ 
*' uniiiljituted worfhip ;" and then they go on to iflcrt^ 
fhat Dcut^ 13,' prove' that xkt people, " May nofrgo af-. 
^ terity^ny more than— after a falfe gQd«'' p. 42. 43, 






^ vince having had the royal approbation to ra- 
** tify them, they are the king's laws. By thefe 
^^ laws k is enaded, that there (hall be a public 
^/ worfhip of God in every plantation ; that the. 
•* perfon eledled by the. majority of theinhabi- 
*' tants to be fo, (hall be looked upon as the mi- 
*^^ nifter of the place ; that the lalary for him, 
f* which they fhall agree upon, fhall be levied 
by a rate upon all the inhabitants. In confe* 
quence of this, the minifter thus chofen by, 
the people, is (not only Chrift's but alfo) ia 
** reality, the iing^s minifter \ and the falary raif- 
" ed for him, is raifed in the king*s ttame^ and is 
5* the king's allowance unto him." f . 

Now who can hear Chrift declare, that his 
kingdom is, not of this world, and yet be- 
lieve that this blending of church and date toge- 
ther can be pleafing to hitfi ? For though their 
laws call them " orthodox rtiinifters," yet the 
grand teft of their orthodoxy, is the major vote 
of the people, be they faints or firtners, believ- 
ers Or unbelievers. This appears plain in the 
foregoing quotation 5 and another of their learned 
wrhers lately fays, ** It is ;the congregation in 
** it's parocal congregational capacity, that the 
*' law conGders ; and this as fuch 4pes not enough 
partake of ^n ecclefi'allical nature to be fub- 
jefl; to ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion. :{; 






Hence their minifters and churches muft be- 
come fubjed to the court," and to the majorifv 
' '• ' '■ ' -of 

'+ Dr. Coitw Mather's Rath Dtfciplina ; or faithful 
account of the difciplinc profefTed and prsi&ifed in the chur^ 
ch^s of New-England, 1726. p. 20. 

X Dr. Stiles on the chridiaa ucviotv, 1^« ^<^. 
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of the parifii in order to have their falary raifed 
in the king^s name : But how are cither of them 
in the mean time fubjeft to the authority of 
Chrift in his church ? How can any man recon- 
cile fuch proceedings to the following commands 
of our Matter which is in heaven ? Mat. tj. 9, 
10. What matter of grief and lamentation is it^ 
that men otherwife fo knowing and juftly ef- 
teemed, fhould by the traditions of men be carri- 
ed into fuch a crooked way as this is ! for though 
there is a (hew of equity in allowing every lo- 
ciety to choofe it's own minifter j yet let them 
be ever fo unanimous for one who is of a diffe- 
rent mode from the court, their choice is not al- 
lowed. Indeed as to doflrine minifters who 
preach diflferently, yea direftly contrary to each 
other, about Chrift and his falvation, yet arc 
iupported by thefe laws Avhich at the fame time 
Jimit the people to one circumftantial mode« 

It is true the learned author juft now quoted 
iays, '«If the moft of the inhabitants in a planta- 
^' tion are epifcopalians,thcy will have a minifter 
^* of their own perfuafion ; , and the dtjfenters^ in 
the place, if there be any, murf pay their pro- 
portion of the tax for the fupport of this legal 
.^* minifter^ § But then his next words fliew that 

^ they 

§ According to this role, whoever gets the upper hand 
niay tax the red to their werfliip ; but when will men learn 
the madoQfs of fuch conduft ! . ; 

Sir Henry Vane, who was governor of the MaiTachufetts 
in 1636, but whom governor Winthrop obliged the next 
y^ar to leave the colony, he at a time wheni he had great 
influence in the' Bridih parliament wrote to governor Win- 
throp thus : ^* The exercife atd troubles which God i» 
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they did not intend ever to have fuch a cafe here ; 

for he fays, " In a few of the towns, a few of 
the people, in hope of being releafed fix>m 
the tax for the legal minifter, fonnietimes pro- 

^' fefs themfelves epifcopalians. But when 
they plead this for their exemption, their 
neighbours tell them, ^hey knmv in their coht 
Science they do not as t bey would be •done unto^ 
And if a governor go by his arbitrary power, 
to fuperfede the execution of the law, and re* 

^* quire the juftices and conftables to leave the 

*' epifcopalians out of the tax, they wonder 

** he is hot awar^, that he is all this while, for- 
bidding thk the king fhould have his dues 
paid unto him ; and forbidding the king's 

" minlfters to i^ceive what the king has given 
him/* 4^ 
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How eflentially and how greatly does this con- 
ftitution differ, and froni the inftitutions eftablifh- 
ed in God's word, both in their nature and efr 

feds ? ;. . ., .; 1 ,i 

; r. ' .1. -h) 

*^ pleafed to lay upon the/e kingdoms and the inhabitaotf 
<< in them, teaches u? patience and fpri)eajrance -one with % 
«* other in fome meafure, thojigh' there be difference in oof 
** opinions, which makes fne hbp^ that) from the experi« 
** ence here, it mayalfo be.4erivedtp yoiirielves<^.ieafl9yhi!t 
V the congregational way amongfl you Is^q freedoio^ and if 
** Pkcked *withf9vifer^\i teaches it*s oppugners here toje^tir- 
** pate it s^nd root it oat^ 'from its* Own trincipl'Es^ *ind 
^* Wactice. 

** Sir, I am your affefllonate friend, ^nd fervant in 

MaiTachafets hiftroy, vol. 3. p. i^l^ xi 

f 
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t. In their nature. ' Here you find that 
every religious minifter in* that conftitution, is 
caUdd the : king's tninifter, becaufe he ' is feccted 
by dired:rbn:of the king's. laWs, and the tax • for 
fuch a mlnifter'^ fojipDrc is raifed in the king's 
name, and is caUfed the king's dues : whereas no 
man in the Jewifli church might approach to 
minifter at the holy alc^r^ but iucU as: Were called 
cfGod9 as was Aaron : amtthe means of their fup- 
port, were fuch things as God requinid his pe6« 
pie io offer and caliper ait tff iJtm\ and wheh 
they withheld the fame, he fays, ye have robbed 
KB, ewH this whole nation ; and it is reprefent- 
ed as his peculiar work to reward obedience^ ^nd 
to puhiih dilobedience in fuch affairs. * ' It f| 
evident from' facped record, that good men iii 
every ftation, ufcd their influence by word- and 
example to ftir up their fellow fervants to do 
their duty towanl God in thefe refpefts^ ; and 
good rulers, in conjunftion with church-officers^ 
took care to have : what; wacs offered to him fecu-^ 
red and diftribuced according to God's com- 
mandments. % But what is there in all this that 
can give the lead countenance to the late me- 
thod, of mens makitig laws t6 determine who 
ihall'be Chrift^s AiiniHiers, and to raife money for 
them in ttheir own name ! . Chrift faid to the Jews, 
lam eome in my Fathei^s name, and ye receive- ^e 
not ; if another JbaR cpme in bis own narh&.'him ye 
will receive. How' can je heUefUie^'ublncb receive 

thcnor 

. • ■ ■ ; • • 

• E^od., 35y ij, i6. Deut. 16. 16, <jf." jifnd chap* 26. 
Mil. 3. T^i-ia. Hag. i. 6 — ii. and:^; I7^^i9'. Luke 



i«. aj.i ^ - '-' * • '■ '^•' 



'\. 



V / Chron. zg. a^ Chf^n. t3i, /N^iSieiai .\^». \o— \^, 
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iM>M6r MT ^vJiHethsr^ and fiei ipotJb^ b^n$r that 

<!€methflrifm\QXkX> SMhY ? John 5,, 43, 44, 

- 1 . 

» - 
" • ■ rf 

Even a iieathen monarchy when he was 
moved to make a decree; it) favour of God's mi- 
fiifter's and worfliip at Jerufsi^!qm,ic waa to reftrain 
their cnemiea from idjqritig or interrupting of 
them, and; to order- tha^. ft. portion of xYit king^s 
^^^jihould bt given :Wfo thfjU^rs of the Jews 
fox tht byj\\d\n^:oi^tke hQufi'Qf fj^ for ^hc 

hurnt'offmngs of ibe God of heaven. J^a^ 6. 
6-^9. Nothing appe^ktjs of vV^s-lGvyiiig a^f 
new ux for v^orftip^^ooly thai he gav^. the artic- 
les there fpedified Qut. .of ^ bl^: ^n ,g^pds y yet 
fbme:pi;ofeflrQd.<:^ri&i^mhay€(j^ c^es 

wponpcQplc.onifnu'pc^e jpicpiK^tt^ p^i^^ 
port their way of . w!CH'(hif>, ;^d h^ye bleared 
it wich other rates, and then caHqd it^ .^1 a civil 
tax. But as the z& itfelf is deceitiful fo 'tis like^ 
ly.ithat the inor&ip:ruppQrte4 ytj^y ; /gch . om;;^ i« 
l^pocriff. ^.-For*:; -^ . -;,\-n.i li.'*. -. . 






:«. ThteffieSis of fhc coi?ft^u.tipn^.p^, our 
i:ountry are jfuch^ that asiji^makes thee rpajof^^r^ 
ofthe^oplcthe tcft.Qf 9^^hodp|iytfo itemboldT 
€iu. chcm to . ufurp . God's jiujlgment feat, aad 
i(accord2og toDr. A^fiherypwnj^co^n^ whicli ^ 
we iiayciofjeiifccn y^ertfied) l^fif: daringly . '|j\yc? ^ 
out^ their i!coiBjict3^:Tiifttfpp a'/fw.:^o^,prpf(e/s j» 
perfaafion diffcwnt from thp fnflJQrityy \i],m\i% 
, bcl from bad mociv^s ^ fkfi4. thaj;^ ./irr/ i(;^ef' i« 
iheir xoftfcieh^e ^dX thqy -^ Aot ^6t by Che, uni- 
ver&I law of £q>>ity, .if they p}ea4 tp^ .execnptF* 
ed'fifom paytag;.tbe moniey ^^\ncli xhoi 'igfo/^rityi 
demand of them ! And though in our char- 
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' TER the king gtttits to all proteftants e^ual ^- 
berty of eonfdence i ytt for above thirty years af- 
ter it was received, the congregationalifts made 
no laws to favour the confciences of any men, 
in this affair of taxes, but their own fedb ; and 
it is here called arbitrary power, and even a for- 
bidding that the kifrg (houtd have bis dues, if 
3 governor (hewed fo much regard to th« Char- 
ter, as to of^pofe their '^ extorting money from 
people of the king^s denomination, for their 
congregational mtnifters. And perhaps the 
learned author now referred to, never delivered 
a plainer truth, than when he faid, ** The rc- 
" forming churches flying from Rome, carried 
^^ fotne of them more, fome of them lefs, all of 
"them foffK^thinp of Rome with them, cfpecir 
*• ally 'in that fpint of impvjithn and perfecutiin 
** which too much deavcd to them/* 



^•►L' ••• •■;''"' 



^Thefe evils ckaved fo clofe to the firft fa- 
thers of the Mafiachufetts, as to move them ta' 
imprifon, whip and banifli men, only for deny- 
ing infuncbs^ifm, and refuting to join in wor- 
ftip that was fupported by violent methods : 
vet they were fo much blinded as to declare; 
That theifr was this vaft difference between thefc 
proceedings and the coercive meafures which 
w^re taken againft themfelves in England, viz« 
We cbhipel men to " God's unftitudons •,** they 
in England compelled to ^* mens inventions,'* 
Alnd they aflcrted that the baptifts were guilty 
of ^ maniteft cohteftations againft the order and 
^ government of our churches^ eftablilhcd (wc» 
^ know) by God's law/* + Though they pro- 

. ^ ■ . fcflfcd 

f AUikcbufcm iddoryt vol* 3. p. \^\^ \^ 
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fefled at the fame time that, '^ It is not lawM 
■' to cenfure any, no not for error in fundemcn- 
** tal points of do£lrine or worfliip, till the con- 
" fcience ot the oiffender, be firft convinced (out 
*' of the word of God) of the dangerous errot 
*' of his way, and then if he ftill perfift, it is 
"not out of confcience, but againft his confci- 
encfi{2L^ the apaftle. faith, Tit.3. 11.) andfohe 
is not peifecuted for caule of ccnfcienccj b c 
puniihed for finnitig againft his con fcience.** * 
Inj reply to which Mr* Williams fays, " The 
truth *is, the carnal fword is commonly the 
^ judge of the conviftion or obftinacy of all 
^** fuppofed here ticks. Hence the fait,hful wic- 
*' neffes of Chrift, Cranmer, Ridley, Laumer, 
*' had not a word to fay in the difputations atOx- 
" ford : Hence the non-conformifls were cried 
put as obftinate men, abundantly convinced 
by the wripings of Whitgift and others ; and 
fo in the conference before king James at 
Hampton court, &c." f 
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But fays he, '* Every lawful mgaiftrate, whe- 
" ther fucceeding or cle<5led,is not only the nii- 
'J nifter of God; but the miniftcr or fervant of* 
the people alfo (what people or nation foeyer 
they be all the world over) and that minifter 
or magiftratc goes beyond his commiffion, 
*' who intermeddles with that which cannot be 

D *' given 

* Mr. John Cotton's piece which he called, Th hhody 
tenet fwajhed, -PrtnteJ 1647^ p. 126. Mr. Roger ^yil- 
liajns in his reply, obferves thnc Tit. 3. 11, and other text* 
which fpeak of church difcipline, ' are pur'vcrtcd'io fupport 
llatc-opprefiion and violence, p. 131. 

f'WiJliamsV reply to Couor.> l6^^^ '^. \SiT.x 
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*• given him in the commiflion from thepcoplcj; 
•* If the civil magiftrate muft keep the church 
^^ pure, then all the people of the aties, nations 
^^ and kingdoms of the world muft do the Ame 
much more, for primarily and fundemejitallv 
chey 4re the civil magiftratc. Now the world faith 
John lietb inwickednefs^ and confcquently ac- 
cording to it's difpofition endures not the 
light of Chrift, nor his golden candleftick the 
true church, nor eafily choofetb a true chrif- 
" tian to be her officer or magiftrate. The 
" praftifing civil force upon the confciences of 
men, i^ fo far from preferving religion pure, 
that is a mighty bulwark or barricado,to keep 
out all true religion, yea and all godly ma- 
giftrates for ever coming into the world." |j 

How weighty jire tbefe arguments again ft 
confounding church and ftatc together ? yet this 
author's appearing againft fuch confufion, was 
the chief caufe for which he was baniftied out of 
the Maflachufetts colony. And though few if 
any will now venture openly tojullify thofe pro- 
ceedings^ and many will exclaim againft them 
at a-high rate; yet a fair examination may plainly 
lhew,that thofe fathers had more appearance of a 
warrant for doing as they did, than their chil- 
dren liow have, for the actings which we com- 
plain of. For thofe fathers were perfuaded, 
that the judicial laws of Mofes which required 
Ifrael to punilh blafphemcrs, and apoftates to i- 
dolairy with death, were of moral force, and 
binding upon' all princes and ftates \ % efpecial- 

i Page p6. II Page 112. 

i Bloody tenet wafhedy p« SS* 
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ly on fuch as thefe plantations were, f And how 
much more countenance did this give for the 
ufc o/fofcc to hiake Men conform to what they 
believed to be the right way, than men can no\V 
have for compelling any to fupport a Way which^ 
at the fame time they are allowed to diffent^ 
from ? For the Jews alfp were required to pull 
diown houfes, and to have perfons away out of 
their camps or cities, if the pricfts pronounced 
thtm unclean ; and they were not permitted to 
fct up any king over them who was not a bro- 
tier in their church. Did not thefe things afford 
arguments much more plaufible, for their, at- 
tempt to compel the world to fubmic to the' 
cliUrchy.than ^ny can have for the modern way, 
of trying to lubjedt the chqpch in her religious 
^l^aVs to rulers, and the major vote ot inhabi- 
Unts, a great part of whom are not brethren in 
any church at all ! Thoiigh the ftate of Ifrael 
was obliged thus \o inflict death or baniflbmenc 
upon noDrConfortTierB to their worfliip, yet we 
have not been able to find, that they were ever 
idlowed to ufe zny force to collefl the priefts or 
prophets maintenance. So far from it« that thefe, 
who made any fuch attempts were fins of Btliely 
and perlbn» that abhorred judgment^ and pervert' 
id Al't. EQyiTY. I Sam. 2. 12 — i6. Mic. 3. 

l^any try to vindicate their way by that pro- 
mife, that kings fliall become nurfing fathers, 
and queens nurfing mothers to God's people. 
But as the charafler carries in it*s very nature, 
an impartial care and tendernefs for all their child- 

r£n ; 
' 9 MaiTiidiufetts hiftory, vol. 3. p. v^\» 



. ( 28 ) 

ren i we appeal to every; ^onfcience, whether it 
docs not condemn the way ,of fetcing up one 
party to the injury of another. Our Lord tells 
us plainly, that fe^ju find the narrow way, while 
many go in the broad way ; yet the fcheme we 
^complain of, has given the many fuch power o-' 
ver the few^ that if the few are fully convinced 
that the teacher fet up by the many, is one* that 
-jcaujetb people to err^ and is fo far from bring- 
ing the pure gojpel do^rine^ that they. Ihoulci' 
break the divine command, and become parta^ 
iers of his evil deeds \ if they did not ceaji to 
hea^ binty or to receive him into their houfes as z 
gofpel minifter ; :|; yet only for refufing tp put 
into fuch a minifter's mouth, the many are jpr^- 
pared with fuch inftrumencs of war againft them? 
as to fcize their goods, or caft their bodies into- 
prifon, where they may ftarve and die, for all 
. whap that conftitution has provided for them,- 
In cafes of common debts the law has provided 
fcveral ways of relief, as it has not in the ckfe bc-^ 
fore us ; for hei-e the affeflbrs plead,' that the^ 
are obliged to ta^i all according to law, and the 
colledor has the fame plea f6r gathering; of iij 
and th^ minifter fays, I agreed with the focjety 
for fuch a fum, and it is not my bufinefs to re* 
lca(e any. So that we have had'inftances b'f fc^ 
^"iogs chriftians, who muft have died in prifon 
for miniftcrs rates, if chriftianlty and hunr^inity 
had not moved people to provide them that^re- 
lief, which neither thofe minifters nor the law 
f hat upholds then) have done. 
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^ Prov. jp: 2y, 2 Johii' i<^. il 



Another argument which ^thefc jnirriftictti of- 
ten mention, is the apoftoHcdireAtoft itaus^* to 
pray for all that are in auchoricy, .that vci^ajr 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in zX^godlinefi aitd 
bonefty. But do they .pray and aft accordtng.co 
that direftion ? One while they cry up the great 
advantages of having religion eftabliChcd by law ; 
^d fom^havecaufted near as loud a clamour about 
it'^as AciCraftfmen did at Ephcfus ; but -when it 
combs to be calmly. reprclenced, that. Religion 
is a vdiutttary obedience unto God^ "which therefore 
/wcf^ cannot promote ; how Ibon do they Ihift the 
fcene, and tell us, that religious Itberly is fully al- 
lowed to us, only the ftatc have in their wiidom 
thought fit to tax all the inhabitants, to fupport 
an order of men for the good of i. civil fociety^ 
A little while ago it was for religion,-, and many 
have* declared, that without it wc fliould foon 
have no religion left among Us : but .now ti^ to 
maintain civility. Though by the way, it;, is 
well known, that ho men in the land, have done 
more to promote uncivil treatment 'of diflenters 
from thcmfelves, than fome of thefe pretended 
minillers of civility have 4onrf c h\\ i^^Jj. /f he 
court at Bollon palled an a(9:to p.upilh lii^ 
with bantihment, if they opposed 'in£$LnjEiMbiipr 
tifm, or departed from any oir their congrcgatt 
ons when it was going to be adminiftered.* And 
tifterthey hadaftediupon this.law,: one of their 
chief magiftrates obferved-, chair- fu^h-:' mQ{hf)^ 
tended to make hypocrites.' .jTo. wfcrfth /^liBO^sd 
minifter, replied. That if it jjid for yet ftsKzhtw^f^ 
better than profane perfons, becaufe faid. h^v 
;* Hypocrites, give God pant of bisdyi?, ^b«^«tfJc 

" v/ar4- 
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^ ^mxA man, but the profane pcrfoo givethGod 
•* neither ottuwsrrd nor mward rnan."f By which 
h feem^ thai in chat day ,they werezealous to hav« 
Ihc outward man if ho more given to Gcd ; but 
fiOw thac conduct is condemned as perfecucton^ 
by their children, who profefs to allow, us full 
liberty of confcience, becaufe they do not hintfer 
our giving our inward man to God, only xliim 
% power M feize our outward man to gee monkey 
for tbemfelves. And though many of us haeo 
expended ten or twenty timesr as^. ' nmch^ ia fett- 
mgup and fupportingthacworflii'p which wcbe^ 
lievrc to be riglUtas ic would have celt us to have 
ccmmaed in the fdihionable way, yet we, arc ofr 
t^i\ a<.cukaot- being €Oveteous,for.dr9bnting^ from 
that vva/, and refuling to pay more money out 
of jr iitile incomesr to uphold mea from whom 
we receive no benefit, but rather abufcf. Ho# 
£ar is chis from leadings a^/e^^^ilr/r/^, either of 
godlinejs or h^nejly ! 

SECT I O N III. 

4 
* • ' , I 

A brief account of what the baptifts have 
fcifl^red under this coniftitutionv and of their 
fCaioMfer refufing any active compliance with 

it. ' ••: 



'« ; 



• Many arc reddy to fay, the baptifts ate ex- 
<<mpted from miniftcrial taxes, therefore w^hy 
^ diey complain ? Anfwer, We would be 
fir from forgetting or undervaluing x)f .our 
privileges : but are willing, thankfully to ac- 
knowledge, that our honored riilers do prore£t 

our 

f Ma£Mcbttfett9 biAorff vol. 3. p. 40^. 
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our focieties, lb as xioc to allow them to t« 
ihterrupced id their worship s and as the ,taking 
irognizance of marriage be:longs to theitit w$ 
take it as a favour that they grant our miniftcr!|> 
power to admioifter it, fa that we m^y hayc 
marriage ibiemnized among outfdves. Many 
other liberties we alfo cs^oy under the gp.vern* 
meht that is fet oi?er us, fof which ;WC dtjSre to 
be thankful, bonh to the.'Author, and to the in- 
tftruments of them. Yet if our opponents could 
once put tbemfelves into our pbce, we doubt not 
but they would think it was high time, to feek 
for more full liberty than we have hitherto en*- 
joyedia ihort view of hut a little part of vthat we 
have fmt withy mybe.^fufficient to evince this. 

Our charter, as before obferved, gives qs ei- 
qual retigioos liberty with other chrillians^ : yet 
the p^dobaptifts being the greateft. p^rty, they 
foon made a perpetual! law k> fuppori: their own 
wayT but did nothing of that nature to exempt 
our denomination £rQm it, for 36 years; and flnce 
that tinte, what th<^ have done in that refpeA 
has only been by teoaporary ads, which have 
'iieen fi[> often changedf that many times their 
own officers haT« hardly known what the law 
was, that was in force 1 and as an exadfc confor- 
mity to the letter of their l^cWis is m.uch infixed 
upon in their execuoive courts, whi^e thofe a^ 
have never beea enforced with penalties upon 
their own people, they iiave often biroken them, . 
and we have had but little chance to get ibem 
punifhed for fo doing. For in all their adts till 
Ithe laft, they have, impofed a nacne upipn us, that 
fignifics ft4apizers^ which we caatiot uadet- 



>- 
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ftandingly own. In many afts^thc words,." be- 
longing thereto,'*, were infertcd fo ambigoufly, 
as to leave it difpntable, whether a being church 
menibcrs, or only a belonging to the congregati- 
on or worfhipping aflcmbly were intended ; and 
in the cafe of Haverhill, where their certificate 
wa+othcrways compleac, and the cafe had been 
determined in the baptifts favor, in that which 
both parties had agreed iUould be the fihaKfrial.>, 
yet anothcfr hearing wasobtained, in which the 
Want of them ambiguous words in the certificate, 
■was made the main plea by which an adion w(ts 
turned againft us, of near three hundred dollars;. 
All thsir latter a6ts have required a lift pr;li(^ 
ot ouF focieties, to be given in annually by a 
cercain day, figned by three principal members, 
and the minifter if there be any ; and becaufe 
one of our chorches of above 50 mecpbers (and 
which is now a church in .^good credit) happened 
one year to have fuch a difficulty with their mi- 
nifter, as prevented the givinjgin offaid lift,they 
were taxed to pedobaptift* Jxiinifters ; and tho* 
feme of the fociety were ad^ifed to apply to their 
county court for relief, yet inftead of obtaining 
any, the court took away ao dollars more from 
them. Another church gave in their lift by the 
direftionofa noted lawyer, .yet they were all 

-faxed to the pedobaptift worfhip, and one of the 

•principal members of the baptift church, which 
the lav; directed' CO fign the lift, was ftrained up* 
on ; iand both the inferior and fuperior court 

turned the cafe againft him, becaufe he was a 

'party concerned. 

Here note, the inhab?tants of our mother- 

'rownry are rot more of a party concerned, in 



impoi^g tui^ upoa us without our confcnf, 
than they, h«»^e been in this land who have made 
and executed laws, to tax us to uphold their 
w^fiip. T)^^yarty infiuence has appeared in a 
much larger number of inftances than we are 
willing to trouble the public with at this rime , 
but one inftance more will fet our cafe In fuch a 
ftriking light, that we muft aflc for a very fcrious 
attention to it ; we mean that of A(hfield, for* 
merly calledHunts-town-in the county of Hamp* 
ihire. One of the conditions on which tha: 
plantation was . granted by our legiflature, wa^ 
their fettling a learned orthodox miniller, and 
buiidinjg a meeting-houfe. .Now in the year 
I76i,ful1 two thirdsof the inhabitants called and 
fettled a minifter, who they believed was taught 
of ^ God .and truly orthodox. But not being of 
the fame mode with the court (for they were bap* 
tifts) other people were prompted on,before (his 
fpciety could get up a meeting-houfe, to fettle 
another minifter^ and to tax the firft minifter 
>i;itb all hia pepple lo fupport their way. 
This burden the baptifts bore for a number of 
years^ till in 1758^ (hey prefented a petition to 
our general court for relief •, who ordered thac 
they mould ferve the town and proprietors of 
4.1hfield with a copy of the petition, that they 
might (hew caufe, if any they had, at the next 
iTeflion of the court why it ihould not be 'granted^, 
and that a further colledion of taxes from the 
petitioners (hould be fufpended in the mean time. 
Yet in the fame fcflion of the court, a law was 
made which- eut the baptift>* in that places ofr- 
/rpmany exemptiot) from minifte'rial taxe:.ati!l 
'In confequenqB pf which fcvicr^l hundred acres 
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ef theirlands were fold dt pifbllc aiiftibQ;f6^'but 
a fmall part of their real value; dfwhich'cen 
icres belonged to the baptifl: miniftcn And af- 
tcrfivc or fixjournicsof above an hundred miles 
to fcek relief, and long waiting without fuc- 
cefs, their meflcnger was at laft plainly told, 
by anumbcrof ourreprcfcntatives, *' That they 
^* had a right to make that law, and to keep the 
*' baptifts under it as long as they faw fit." 
Hereupon notice was given in fome Bofton pa* 
pers, of a defign among our churches of joining 
to fcek redrcfs from another quarter. 

Accordingly at an aflbciation or general meet- 
ing of our churches at Bellingham, in Septem- 
'l)er, 1770, thefe things were confidered, and it 
wa<i unanimoufly agreed upon to. apply to hisMa- 
jefty for hdp,it it could not fpeedily be obtaiii^d 
Jiere *, and a committee and agents were chofen 
for that purpofe. When news hereof was fpread, 
lour committee were urged by leading men both 
in church and ftate, to apply again to bur gene- 
ral court •, which therefore they difd in Oftober 
following. In the mean time a piece dated from 
Cambridge, where< the court was then fitting, 
was publiflied in all the Bofton n'cws-papers, 
wl^creia it was rcprefented that, " All pofliblc 
•' care had been taken to prevent our fufferin^ ' 
•^ the leaft difadvantnge from our feligious fen- 
•' timents •,** and we were challenged to Ihcw the 
contrary if we could. 

Upon tbis the :pious arid learned. Mr. John 
Davis, who from Pennfylvania had not" long 
before been ordained paftor erf the fecomd bap- 
lift 
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lift church in Boftoo, and who was clerk of our 
committee, called thecn together to confider of 
this*matter. And though they were far from. 
defiring to enter into a newsr paper controverfy* 
yetthey adyifed him to make ibnie reply to that* 
challenge : He did fo ; and on Dec. 27, pub* 
liflied a brief and plain, view of the cafe of Aflir 
fieid : but inftead of any fair and. manly treat-, 
menc upon it, he in the Evening-^ oft of Jan. 7^ 
. 177X9 was not only infulted with the names oi^ 
*^ A little upftarc gentleman ; enthufiaftical.big^ 
^^ got ; and, this (tripling high-fliar *," but had 
it alfo inQnuated that he was employed^ ** by the 
** aiemies of America to defame and blacken^ t^he 
^^ colonies, and: this town in particular/* And, 
ihey had the impudence to pretend to die wpfl<j», 
that all this was wrote b^ a catholic baptist^ 
And they inAamed the populace lb. again ft Mr. 
Davis, that his moft judicious friends wece a- 
fraid of his beix)g mobbed. But can it be in the 
power of others to blacken any people fo much, 
as by this treatment of a worthy ftranger (now 
at reft) they have blackened chemfelves I Inftead 
qf honeftly C9ming to the light (whicl^ our Lord 
gives as the criterion to know him that dotbtrutb^ 
John 3. 2 1,) how do they hover in the works of 
darkoeis. 

The firft article in our committee's petition to 
.the legiQature, being for Aftificid, they were or- 
dered to notify the proprietors thereof : TKcy 
did fuj and in the fprinjj feflion of the afltmbly, 
they came with a long addrefs againft us, in 
which they begin, with faying more generally oi 
iJic bapcifts in that part of the province, " The 



( 36 ) 

*• proprlctars conceive ic to be a duty th ey owe 
" to God and thtfr country, not to be d ifprafcd 
' ** with, to lay open the charaftcrs, ' andVeal 
^^fprings of aHion'of forhe of thefe- people.^ 
Then they go on to fay, *' The rule the petit i- 
" oners have fct up, and on which alone they 
** fccm to ground their claim of exemption, is 
^^ faltly applied^ and therefore all arguments bot- 
"*' tomed on it muft be inconclofive. Natural 
•* rights^ % a« the'refpondents humbly 'conceive^ 
•• are in this province 'wboUy fuperceded in this 
*• cafe by civil obligation^' and in matters of taxa- 
^* tion individuals cannot with the kaft propriety 
"^^ plead ihem.^ Having thu!( denied us any 
claim fi^m natural rights^ they refume what they 
<t:all an indifpenfible duty, viz. an attempt to lay 
before our honored le{^{t'acure the baptifts* cha- 
ndler, and ihtfprings of their adtions ; and after 
4 number of mean refleflions without any proof 
fit all, they fum up the fprings of the adions of 
inoft of them to be ** Pride, vanity, prejudice, 
*• impurity and uncharitablcnefs.*' Very dread- 
ful indeed if it could be' proved ! but that is re- 
ferred to a hereafter, and they fay, " At prefent 
** We fhall content ourfelves with afluring your 
•* excellency and honors, that the foregoing ac- 
** count is not exaggerated." From 

f Here note, the pica of our petition was for what we 
ar'^ ** In titled to n% men, as chriftians, and fubjcfts of a free 
** government. — Some of »he laws of this province, we ■ 
•« think deprive os of a chartbr privilege." Thcfe are 
what we grounded a!i our claims upon ; yet they inrinuate 
that our claim was in this affair to be, " rellored to a ftate 
*' of nature ;" like tkole who are under no civil govern- 
ment at alL Notwithftnnding we exprefly fpeak of our 
b?ing fubjefis of a free government, and pleaded charter- 
privileges. Remember what is faid-of tboie who Turn efiA 
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* From this thojr proceed to obfenre, that as it 
belbngi to rulers to ** proteft and - fupport ali 
*'' regular religious focieties t)f proteftants," fo 
they iay, " Whenever any religion or -profeffioQ 
*^ wears an iUafpeS to tbeftate^ it is become a 
proper< obgedt of attention to thei legiflauire. 
—And this is the religion of. the people whom 
we have been delicribing/' • How much does 
this refemble the language o£ him who faid. It 
as not for tbe king*j profit tofuffertbem /* or theirs 
wba cried, - If thou let this man go^ tbou'.art 
MtCffar^sfrMl / f 

After thus reprefenting that the reitgion of the 
baptifis that way, wears an ill afpe8 to the ftate^ 
they go on to fpeak of the conditions upon 
which Afhfield was granted ; and then try 
to prove that Mr. EbeAezer Smith, ' paftof of 
the baptift church there, *' is not a minifter in 
^' law,** becaufe he has neither an accademical 
degree, nor a teftimonial in bis favor from the 
majority of the minifters of that county. And 
to give an idea of the fmallneis of his ability for 
teaching, they fay, *^ Taking occafion in one 
*' 'of his difcourfes upon that paflfage of fcrip- 
^^ ture, in which mention is made of the thick 
*' boflfes of God's buckler % inftead of buckler^ 
^^ he gave his hearers the vford butler. Being in- 
terrogated by one occafionally prefent as to 
his meaning,he explained hi mfelffo as clearly 
** Ihewed, he meant to conneA the other part of 
** the fentence with the word butler, m the 
^^ commoDly received fenfe of the word/' 

The cleareft light we have gained in the mat- 
ter 19 ibis. After Mr. Spiith had been preachy 
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ing. in a ncighbolinng town fome yiears ago, a 
minifter who was prelenc alked him what a: but- 
ler was ? he readily replied, Pbaraabh cup-hearer. 
After a litde more talk, faid minifber f aflerced; 
That Mr« Smith ufed the word butler inftead of 
buckler in his fermon. He did not remembel- 
that'he had ; but if he did fo, how injurious is 
the above reprefencation ? is it not the evil which 
we read of in Ifa^ 29. 20, ai. ? Having made 
this refledbion upon Mr. Smith, thiy fay^ *< He 
*^ has. none of the qualifications of a mintfter«G<- 
*^ cording to the laws of Chrift^ or of this, pro- 
^* vince, unlefs thofe oifimpUcity and vrtbedoerf*^ 
VTe wi(h his accufers were fa well cjuaUfiedk z 
Cor. I. 21. and 4, 2. . 

Iq April, 1771, the addrefs we have oiade a 
few remarks upon was referred to a commicte of 
both houfes of our general court, who reported 
chaty ^^ Your commicte find, . that in the fale of 
*^ thofe lands there, was no unfairnefs, but every 
^' thing was quice fair, quite neighbourly, and 
^' quite Ugai^^% And as to our plea for exemp* 

tion 

- f The mtnUler who thus treated Mr. Smith is nearly re- 
- lated to a ruler vtrho has had a principal hand in all their 
troubles at A(h£elcl» and likely they were confederates in 
fbrmine this addrefs againft them. Ai4 it is generaify be- 
lieved tnat ic was the fame miniiter who publifhed a piece a- 
Minft the baptifts of Aihfield; in the Bollon News-Lctter of 
T>bk 7, 1771 \ to which Mr. Smith returned an Anfwer in 
the fame paper of March 21, following ; wherein, from 
public records and other ways, he detcfied faid writer in a 
number of grofs violations of truth. 

S Twenty acres of fald land with a good orchard upon it, 
a man bid oiP ih April, 1770, to 3; Ihfllingj, whith he 
F$e6 for t^e next Auguil, and laid his damages at eight 
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/ttjOnSfrom mitiilWrial tats they fajr^ ^<: There is 
*^ ah elTcntift} diffiMntie' bblweeiY pfcrfons being 

/^^tMted iHFhere tbeyJaFc aOl^^reprefented, there* 
*^ fore agfiinft their- #ills» and being cased when 
^ Veprefenced.'* Sd'they^-flfdvifed >the court to 
difmils our petUion as vrvreafonable •, and:though 
the honorable houfe of reprefentaciyesdid not 
accept that advice, but voted to repeal the Aih*. 
fielid taw i yet^the council rcfufed to^6ncur:with 
them therein ; fd that if his gt^abious M^jefly in 
cojuncil had not difannuled faid law for us^ our 
brethren of Aihfield muft, for ought lirat ap- 
peared to the contrary, have been entirely Grip- 
ped of the inheritances, vi^hich they had jmrcha- 
fed, and fubdued at the peril of their l^yes/be^' 
cairfe of the fword of the wildeFnefs. * 

"" • ■ ■ ■ . * • ■ ■ 

It may be remembered that the pedobaptift. 
propriecors of AfhQcld, reprelented that the bap* 
lifts there were not worthy of the proteSi- 
on of our legiflature. The following natra- 
t^ve may help to explain wfiat they meant 
by it.^ l^ene^srof what our ^king -had done 
for-then^y arrived and was publifhed in BolloA 
the latlef end of Oftcber, 1 77 1, at which their 
oppr^flbrs diicovered great uneaHnefs % and on 
the S^th^of November came two ofRcers with nu* 
merous att^dtfnts; to-cho houfe 4>f Mr.' Smi<th', 
father of the baprift^minifter in Aihfteld,* (4Ddt 
very much of a father to that ibciety) *widi * 
warrant from the- chief judge of that caunty, tQ 

' * '^ feizc 

'.'■.. 

ponncls ; i)ut upon trial' the cpurt^foimcL^tliat jii^rfalc .Was 
Nii U^liyS^A therefore turned the ^aTe iigainft h^ia^ Wid» 
\$hat ti^e theh/faid Mr. Davis^ could the vmter oFthat re- 
port (ay as he does I 



fcixe his perfpo^ tfnd'to Icsrch hislioufe iuid jhop 
for bad inoney : and it; was faid tbey had a like 
warrant for the miniftief* bgCvhc happened to be 
thenabienc on a journey. His father wai made 
a prifoner before be was out of his bed in the 
morning, and though he promifed the uleof his 
keysi and defired that no lock might be broken* 
yet %hitc he was at prayer,* with his family, foe 
wjiidi-he obtained leave of one officer, the other 
broke open his (hop, and did confiderable da- 
mage there ; and after fearching both that and 
his houfe as. much as they pieafed, they carried 
kitn before the aforefaid iudge and others ; where 
it plain]^ appeared that the complaint was en- 
tere4 flgiinfl' Mr. Smith ifrom a report, that he 
had put oflT.a counterfeit dollar ; which report 
was then proved to be a falfe one. Yet the old 
Mntlemto was not releafed, but was kept a pri- 
loner through a cold night, in circumftances tnat 
greatly injured his health, and next day was bro't 
on further examination, when even his frequeqc 
retirement for fecret devotion, which, he had 
praftifcd for above forty years, was catched bbld 
of to raife a fufpicion of his bdn^ guilty : and 
he was bound over with two fureties to the next 
iiiperior court in that county. Hereupon the 
following men who had been called as witnefles 
;^ai|ijl bim, gave him their teftimony in writ- 
mgt declaring chat they were ready to make oath 
to itf in t;he following terms, viz. 

: "We the fublcribers^ who have been fum- 

*^ moned to prove an indifbment againft Chileab 

^^ Smith; of his coining and putting off bad 

^ hioney^ do tcftify and fay. That we did not, 
..^:-.:.f i;.- •* nor 
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^^ nor cannot underftandinglj atteH: to one tittle 
** of the indiftment, nor or any circumftancc 
** tending to prove the fame. And we never 
" faw nor heard any thing in him that gave the 
** leaft ground to miftruft, that he kept a (hop 
•* ofifecrecy, or did any thing there that he was 
" iafraid Ihould be known ; and do believe the 
reports to the contrary are entirely falfe. As 
neither did we in our judgments hear any 
of the faid indidment in any nneafure prov(.d 
by any of the reft of the evidences 5 as w.t- 
nefs our hands, Ebenezer Spraguey 

Nathaniel Harvey^ 
Jonathan Sprague^ 
Nathan Chapin^' 
Mofes Smithy 2d. 
Chileab Smithy jun. 
Nehemiab SpragueJ^ 
Alfo Leonard Pike^ to whom the report was 
that Mr. Smith had put o(F a bad dollar, gave 
from under his hand that faid report had no truth 
in it. Theie are eight of the ten witncfles that 
were fummoned againft Mr.Smith ; & tho' much 
pains was taken to procure evidence againft hini 
at the fupcrior court, yet he was entirely acquit- 
ted ; and the law was open for him to come back 
for damages, for ^^fnalicisusprofecution], but they 
had contrived to have the complaint againft h\tn 
entered by a bankrupt, fo chat no recompencc 
might be obtained by him. Are thefc the good^- 
Jy fruits of having a particular mode of worfliip 
cftablilhed.by law, and their minifttrs fupportcd 
by force ! 

Though we are often accufcd of complaining 
without rcafoH; yet no longer ago than the 26\h 

F .. 'of 



of laft Jiantliary, tKree men of gttod credit, be- 
longing to a numerous and regukr bapti(i fbcie^ 
ty in Chelmsford, were ifeized for minifterial 
fates (notwilhftanding they had given in a lift 
according to law) and though one of them was 
above fourfcorc years old, another very infirm 
in body, while the third had no man at home, 
able to take care of the our-door affairs of his 
numerous family, yet they, in that cold feafon, 
were all carried prifoners to Concord goal. 

Thefc accounts we have received from good au- 
thority, and have taken great pains to have them 
ftated as exa&Iy and truly as poffible ; and if any 
can point out the leaft miftake in what has been 
now related, we (hall be glad to corredl it. At the ' 
fame time we are far from charging all the evils 
we complain of, upon the whole congregational 
denomination without diftindion ; for we believe 
there were many among them in various llations, 
who are (brely grieved at thefe bppreffidns. We 
are witling alfo to make all the allowapce that 
is reafonable, for the influence of old cuftoms, 
education and other prejudice's^ in thofe who 
have injured their neighbours in thefe affairs ; 
but is it not high time now to awake, and feek 
for a more thorough reformation ! We agree 
with the committeie of our honored kgiflature in 
faying. There is an elTential difference between 
perfons being taxed where they are reprefented^ 
and being taxed where they are not fo-, therefore 
the whole matter very much turns upon this 
point, viz. Whether our r/*i;r7 legiflaturrarc in 
truth our reprefentativcs in religious affairs,ornot ? 
As God has always claimed it as his prerogative^ 

to 
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to appoint. who (hall be his ttjiniftfrs, and how 
they (hall be fup ported, fo.und<?r the gofpcl, the^ 
peoples comnf^viiiicatipiiis to Chrjft's minifters and . 

members, arc callfdyifr/}?w. with whicli Gdd tiC 
well-pleafed, Phil, 4. 18. Heb. 13, 1^— iSf^' 
And what government on earth cv<;r had, pr e-^^^ 
ver can have aay power to make or .execute any 
\ziff% to appoint and enforce facrifices t$ G^d / 

In civil dates the power of the whole collec- 
tive body is vefted in a few hands, that they may 
with better advantage defend themfelves againfl; 
injuries from abroad/and correAabufes at home^ 
for whiph end a few have a right to judge for 
^thc whole fociety ; but in religion each one has 
an equal right to Judge for himfelf; for we nlulj^ 
all appear before the judgment feat of Chrifl; 
that every one vmj receive the things done ftthif 
body^ according to that he bath done (not what 
any earthly reprefentativc hath done fpf' him) 
2 Gor. 5. 10^ And' we freely cohfefs that we 
can find ho more warrant from divine truth, for 
any people on earth to conftitutfc any men thfeir 
reprefentatives, to make law^^to impofe religious' 
taxes, than they have to appoint Peter or .jhe Vir- 
gin Mary to reprefcnt them before the thrOne a- 
bove. We are therefore brought tb a ftop abbut 
paying fo much regard to fivch laws, as to give 
in annual certificates to ;he other denojinination, 
as we have formerly done* 

I. Becaufe the very nature of fuch a prac- 
tice implies an acknowledgment, that the civil 
power has a right to fet one religious fedt up a- 
bpyc another, dfe why need vye gjvc cetu&c«x^% 
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to thend any mere than they to us ? It is a tacit 
i^owai?^ that they have a right to make laws 
^out fuch things, which we believe in our con- 
^iCienceA they have not. For, 

2. ^ By the foregoing addrcfs to our legiQa- 
ture, and their committees report thereon, it is 
evideilt, that they claim a right to tax us from 
civil obligation^ as being the rcprefentatives of 
the people. But how came a civil C9mmunity 
by any ecclcfiaflical power J how came the king- 
doms of this world to have a right to govern \xi 
Chrift's kingdom which is not of this world \ 

3. That conftitution not only emboldens 
people to judge the liberty of other mens confci- 
ences. and has carried them fo far as to tell our 
general aflembly, that they conceived it to be a 
duty they owed to God and their country,not to be 
difpenfcd with, to lay before them the fprings o£ 
their neighbours aftbns •, <f but it alfo requires 
fomething of the fame nature from us. Their 
Jaw5 require us annually to certify to them, what 
our belief is concerning the confcience of every 
perfon that aflfcmbles with us, as the condition 
of their being exempted from taxes to other's 
worfhip. • And only becaufe our brethren in Bel- 
Jingham, left that claufe about the confcience out 
of their certificates laft year, a number of their 
fociety who live atMendon were lately taxed, and 
fufFcred the fpoiling of their goods to uphold pc- 
dobaptift worihip. 

4. The 

^ How are men deluckd to think they do God /er^vice, 
when they violate, his word 1 i Cor. 4. c. Would not, 
the faniQ principle carry them to kill Chti^'s dlfciplei utt- 
iifer :he famt pretence f John 16. 2. 
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4* The fchcme wc oppofe evidently tends to 
deftroy the purity and life of religion ; for the 
infpired apoiUe aflures us, that the church is ef- 
foujed as a cbafte virgin to Cbrift^ and is obliged 
to be fuBjeSt to him in every things as a true wife 
is to her hufband. Now the molt chafte domef- 
tic obedience, docs not at all interfere with any 
lawful fubjedion to civil authority ; but for a 
woman to admit the higheft ruler in a nation 
into her hufband's place, would be adultery 
or whoredom ; and how often are mens inven* 
Hons about worlhip fo called in the f^cred ora« 
cles ? § And does it not greatly concern us all, 
earneftly to fearch out and put away fuch evils, 
as wewould defire toefcape the awtul judgments 
that fuch wickednefs has brought on other na« 
tions ! Efpecially if we confider that not only 
the purity, but alfo the very life and being of 
religion among us is concerned therein ; for 'tis ■ 
evident thatChrift has given as plain laws to de* 
termine what the duty of people is to iiis minify 
ters, ai he has the duty of minifters to his peo-* 

^ pic ; 

% Pfalm ia6. 39. We deliglit not in hard names, but 
every vice ought to be called by it's proper name ; and the 
cudom in this adulterous age of calling tkbfe; natural chii^ 
i/rf/y, whichGod cslh children o/nvJho/idwt, has doubtlefs had. 
a pernicious efie£t upon many to embolden them, to go on 
in their filthy ways. God charged his ancient church wicbs 
flaying the harlot ^ becaufe ihe faid, / ivill go after my lo- 
uvers, that gave me my bread and my<water ;— — For fije did 
not knO'-M that I gave her corn, &c. Hofea 2. 5, 8. 
By which it appears,that to fix our dependence upon any o* 
ther befide the divine Bein^, and to purfue any method be- 
fide his diredtions» to obtam the neceAhries and comforts of 
life,is whoredom ; and does not the chief fin of the mother vf 
harlets lie in he/ fixing this dependence u^oti tK^ &in^\ «f \\q« 
earth ? Rev. l8. 3 13^ 
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pie ; and moft certiuhly he is as able to enforce 
the one as the other. The common plea of our 
opponents is, that people will not do their dutjr 
if rulers do not enforce it ; but does not the 
whole book of God clearly (hew, that minifters 
as often fail of doing their duty as the people 
do? And where is the care of rulers to punifh 
minifters for their unfaithfulnefi ? They often, 
tsdk about equality in thefe afiairs, but where 
does it appear ! As Chrift is the head of all 
^frincipdlity and power ; fothe not holding theHeai^ 
from uifncb all the body by. joints and bands having 

NOURI^HMlENT MINISTREO,^^// KNIT TOGETHER^ 

iwcreafetb with the increafe of God, but bringing 
in an earthly fower between Chrtft and his peo- 
ple, has been the grand fource of anti^chriftian 
abominations, and d fettling men down in a, 
form of godlinefsy while they detrf the pjower- there-' 
of. Has not this earthly fcheme prevailed fo 
far in our land^ as tocaufe many minifters^ in- 
ftead of taking heed to the minijlry received from 
the Lord ; and inftead of watching Jor fouls as: 
thofe who mujl give- an account^ * rather to aft as 
if they were not accountable to any higher pow- 
er, than that of the men who fuppoit them ?— 
and on the other hand, how do many people be- 
Jiave as if they were more afraid of the collec- 
tor's warrant, and of an earthly prifon, than of 
Him who fends his minifters to preach his gof- 
pcl, and fays. He that receivetb whowjoever Ifend^ 
receivetb me •, but declares. That it fliall be more 
tolerable in the day of judgment /(?r Sodom^ than 
for thofe who receive them not ? f Yea, as 
if they were more afraid of an earcMy power 
I than 

^ ^oL ^ //, Hftfr. y. 17, j. Job, lJ.l0.l4uVL.\o•\Q-\^ 



gre«€ King snd J^idge, who can iUs 
require the foul of him ths^ layeth up 
irMfimfor bintfeJf^ and is not rich towards God % 
and will fentenc^ all either to heaven or hell, ac- 
cording as x\itj have treated Him well or ill, in 
hia ffiinifters md members, f 

5. The cuftom which they want us to coun- 
tenance, is very hurtful to civil focicty : for by 
the law of Chrift every man^ is not only allowed, 
but alfo required, to judge for himfelf, concern- 
ing the ^ircumftantials as well as the eflentials, 
of religiony ^nd to a6t according to tht full fer^- 
fiu^nffbiswm nund%^xid he contrafls guilt to 
his foul if he does the contrary. Rom. 14. 5, 23^ 
What a temptatioii then does it lay for men to 
contract fuch guilt, when temporal advantagea 
are annexicd to one perfuafion, and difadvantagea 
laid ^up<Mi- another ? i^ e. in plain terms, how 
does irtend to hypocrify and lying ? than which. 
What caiv b6 worfe to human fociety \ Not only 
fo, but'^lfoercive nneafures about religion aUb tend 
to proVoketo emulation, wrath and contention, 
and who ^an defcribe all the Hiifchiefs of thi^ 
nature, that Tuch meafures have produced in our 
land ! But where e^h'peribn, and each fociety^ 
are [equally pifoteft^d from being injured by o*. 
Ihers^ all enjoying eoual liberty, to attend and 
fuppOrt the worfbip wnich they believe id rights 
having jio more ftrivingfor nteftery or fupfcriori- 
ty than little cbUdren (^\c\k we mud all come 
to, or not enter int^ the AingAm of heaven) bow 
happy are it's cffefts in civil focicty ? In the town 
of Bofion they enjoy fomething of thefc blelTmgs, 

^ -Md 

t Lttl^* <2« <o» 2>* ^^« ^S' V^^ ^^ 



and why may not the country have the fame li^ 
foertv ? The minifters who have- had the chief 
pana in (birring up rulers to treat us as they have 
done, yet have fometimes been forced to conv 
mend the liberty we plead for. When they want«^ 
ed to get footing in the town of Providence, they 
wrote to governor Jencks aod other rulers there,, 
in the following words, viz. 
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Honorable gentlemen^ 

How pleafing to almighty God and our 
glorious Redeemer, and how conducible to the 
the public tranquility and fafety^ an hearty u^ 
nion and good a0e£lion of all pious proteftants 
whatfoever particular denomination on ac*^ 
count of fome diffei'ences in opinion would be, 
^' by the divine blefling, yourfelves as well as 
^* we, are not infenfible : and with what peace 
^' and love fpcieties of different modes of 
worihip have generally entertained one ano- 
ther in your government, we cannot think of 
f* of it without admiration : and wefuppofeun* 
*' der God, 'tis owin^ to the choice liberty grant* 
^* ed to proteftants ofall perfwafions in the royal 
^* charter gracioufly given you ; and to the wife 
*^ and prudent conduct of gentlemen that have 
^ been improved as governors & juftices in your 
•* colony." And after more of this nature, they 
dofe with faying, " We hope and pray, that an- 
** cient matters (that had acrimony unhappily in 
*' them) may be burjed in oblivion ; and that 
*^ grace and peate and holinefs and glory may 
** dwell In every part of New-England •, and that 
f^ the feveral province) and colonies in it, . may 
^* Ipve one another with a pure heart fervently. 

" r-^We 
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« — Wc take kavc to fubfcribe ourfelvcs, your 
" friends and fcrvaats, 

'Peter Thatcher^ 
Dated OiSf. 27. 1721.^ John Danforth^ 

Jofeph Belcber, ^ 
" Committee of the Aflbciation." 

The town of Providence wrote them an anf- 
wer the next February, in which they fay, " Wc 
** take notice how you praife the love and peace 
'* that diffenters of all ranks entertain one ano- 
" therwith in this government. — We anfwer,this 
" happinefs principally confifts in theJr not allow- 
** ing focieties diXVj fuperiority one over another ; 
<* but each fociety lupport their own miniftry of 
*' their own free will, and not by conftraint or 
" force upon any man's perfon or cftate. But the 
" contrary that takes any man's eftate by force to 
" maintain their own or any other miniftry,icfervea 
•' for nothing but to provoke to wrath, tnvy and 
** ftrife, and this wifdem cometb not from above ^ 
" but is earthly J fenfual and devilijh. — And fincc 
*^ you wrote this letter, the conftable of Attle- 
** borough has been taking away the eftates of 
** our dear friends, and pious difleniers to main- 
•' tain their minifter ; the like hath been done 
" in the town of ^4endon. Is this the way of 
peace ? Is this the fruit of your love ? Why 
do you hug the iniquity of Eli's fons, and 
walk in the fteps of the falfe prophets, to bit£ 
with the teelhy and cry peace •, but no longer 
than men put into your mouths than you pre- 
pare war againft them. — Since you admire our 

G *' love 

t The firft of thefe was miniilcr m Eoflon, the fccond 
iii^Dorcheil^r, and the tkird Iii Dedham*. M 
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«* love and p^ce, wet. pray you to ufe the fame 
«^ methods^and write after our copy : and for the 
«' future never let us hear of your pillaging confci- 
*^ endous diflenters to maintain your minifters. 
«* You defire that aU former injury done by you 
«^. may be buried in oblivion. We' fay, far be it 
^^ from us to revenge ourfelves ; or to deal to 
^^ you as you have dealt to us, but rather fay, 
•*. tatber forgive ibem, tbey know not what tbejf 
^^ do. But if you mean that we Ihould not 
^' fpeak of former a£tions, done hurtfully to any 
** roan*s perfon, we fay, God never called for 
^* that, nor fuffered it to be hid, as witnels Cain, 
Joab and Judas, are kept on record to deter 
other men from doing the Lke^*' y 

Here the public may take notice, how deG- 
rous pedobaptift^ minifters are to have •dious 
things on their lide buried out of fight, but 
how contrary has their praftice ever oeen to- 
ward us i Even to this day they can hardly 
preach a fermon, or write a pamptdet for infant* 
baptifm, without having fomethmg to fay about 
the mad men of Munfter, who they tell us re- 
belled againd their civil rulers : Whereas in 
truth we never had the leafl: concern with them» 
an/ more than our opponents have with thePope 
or Turk, Indeed they often affert, that thofe 
mad men were the Brft that ever renounced in- 
fant-baptifm ; bur. there is proof enough from 
their own htftorians, that this (lory which they 
have To often told from their pulpits, is as abfo* 
lute a falthood as ever was uttered by man. And 

though 

H Thofe exti^ds were carefull/ Ukcn from an a&clCAt 
prlnced QOfy of thofe Uticrs. 
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diough one learned and pious prefident of Cam' 
bridge college, was brought to embrace our fcn- 
timents, and to bear his teftimony ip the pulpit 
there, ** againft the adminiftratior('u)f baptilm 
•* to any infant whatfbever •,** for Which he fuf* 
fered confiderable abufe with much of a chriftian 
temper : § While his fucccffor, anqcher ** very 
^' learned and godly man,'* (who therefore nrluft 
have been well acquainted with the originil) 
held that ^* baptifm ought onlv to be by dip- 

** pi^S ^^ P^^^i^S ^^^ whole body under wa- 
** ter ; f yet thcfe and other honorable exam- 
ples in our favor have been pafled over, and e- 
very fcandalous thing that could be pick'd up, 
has been fpread, to prejudice people's minds a- 
gainft our profeflion in jgeneral. And let it be 
remembred,thatwhenjpe(^baptift miniiters want- 
ed to be favored in rrovidence, they declared, 
that they could not think of the peace and love 
which focieties of different modes of worfhip 
have generalfy entertained one another with in 
that government without admiration ; and they 
experienced fo much of this from the baptifts in 
Providence, that when fomc others made a dif- 
ficulty about admitting Mr. Jofiah Cotton (the 
firll miniftefof the peclobaptifts there) as an in:' 
habitant in the town. Col. Nicholas Powers (a 
leading member of the baptifl: church) became 
his bondfman to the town : therefore we hope 
that our honorable rulers and others, will be 
cautious about giving credit to (tories of a c6n- 

trary 

§ Mr, Henry Duniler. Vide Micchd's lift* p. 67, 70. 

f Mr. Charles Chaancy. See %.ti ^ccxmxiX ^\ '^X^TisiKj:^ 
church, Mdded to Mr. ilobbiiii^% OtdxtA&finv-^^CCitfsi^s v-^^^- 
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trary nature, when they are told to procure or to 
juftify the ufe of force in fupporting miniilers 5 
• efpecially fince minifters refilre to (hare in the 
reproach of fuch proceedings. For a minifter 
who has exerted himfelf very much of late, to 
fupport the caufe of thofc cdXltAftanding cburchesy 
yet favs, " It is wholly out ofrule, and quite in- 
jurious, to charge the churches or their minifters 
with lending men to goal for rates, — for thefe 
^* proceedings are evidently the ads of the civil 
** ftate^ done for it's own utility* The doings 
*' of the civil authority, and of that alone/' || 
Where are the rulers that will ftand alone in that 
pradice, without either minifters or truth to 
fupport them ! 

CONCLUSION. 

j0* And now our dear countrymen, we bcfeech 
you ferioufly to confider of thefe things. The 
great importance of a general union through this 
country, in order to the prcfervarion of our li- 
berties, has often been pleaded for with proprie- 
ty ; but how can luch a union be expected lo 
long as that deareft of all rights, equal liberty of 
confcience is not allowed ? Yea, how can any 
reafonably cxpeft that n e who has the hearts of 
kings in his hand*, will turn the heart of .our 
earthly fovereign to hear the pleas for liberty, of 
Thofe who will not hear the cries of their fellow- 
iubjeds, under their opprelTions i Has it not 

been 

11 Mr. Jofeph Fifli's late piece called, The Examiner ex^ 

4imin€d, p. 56, 59 A reply thereto, in which that con-t 

iYuiition is more diftin6tly opened^ may be had it Mr* Freei'^ 
/ir^r^'s in Union -dree t, B^fi^n* 



( .53 ) 

been plainly proved, that fo far as any man gra- 
tifies his own inclinations, without regard to the 
univerfal law of equity, fo far be is in bondage f 
fo that it is impoffible for any one to tyranize 
over others, without thereby becoming a mifera- 
ble (lave himfelf : a (lave to raging lufts, and .a 
Have to guilty fears of what will l>e the confe-> 
quence. We are told that the fether of Cyrus* 
tho' a heathen, '^ Had often taught him to con« 
fider, that the prudence of men is very fhoit», 
and their views very limited ; that they can- 
not penetrate into futurity ; and that miiny 
times what they think mufl: needs turn to their 
advantage proves their ruin ; whereas the Goda 
being eternal, know all things, future as well 
as paft, and infpire thofe that love them to 
undertake what is moft expedient for them % 
'« which is a favor and protedion they owe to no 
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^^ man, and grant only to thofe that invoke and 
**" confult them." And wc are told by the fame 
author, f of another wife heathen, who faid, 
" *Tis obfervable, that thofe that fear the Deiiy 
^^ moft, are leaft afraid of man." And (ball not 
chriftians awake to a moft hearty reverence of 
Him who has faid, (and will ever make good 
his word) fFifb what meafure ye meet^ itjhall be 
tneajured to you again. 

Suffer us a little to expoftulate with our fathers 
and brethren, who inhabit the land to which 
our anccftors fled for religious liberty. You 
have lately been accufed with being difordefly 
and rebellious, by men in power, who profefs a 

great 

f Rollin in his ancient hiftorY 
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great regard for order and the public good $ and 
why don't you believe them, and reft eafy under 
their adminiftrations i You tell us you can- 
not, becaufe you are taxed where you are not 
reprefented \ and is it not really fo' with us ? 
You do not deny the right of the Britifh parlia- 
iticnt to impofe taxes within her own realm ; on- 
ly complsun thit (he extends her taxing power 
beyond her proper Kmits ; and have we not as 
good right to fay you do the fame thing ? and fo 
that wherein you judge others you condetnn your 
felves ? Can three thoufand miles pbflibly fix 
fuch limits to taxing power, as the diSererice be- 
lt ween civil andfacred matters has already done ? 
One is only a diftance of/pace^thc other is fo great 
a difierence in the nature of things, as there is he-- 
twecnfacrifices tc G^dj and the ordinances of men. 
This we truft has been fully proved. 



If we alk why have you not been eafy and 
thankful fince the parliament has taken oflT fo 
many of the taxes that they had laid upon us ? 
you anfwer that they ftill claim a power to tax us^ 
when, and as much as they pleafe ; and is not 
that the very difficulty before us ? In the year 
1747, our legiflature paflfed an aft to free 
the baptifts in general from minifterial taxes for 
ten years : yet becaufe they increafed confider- 
ably,when that time was about half expired, they 
broke in upon the liberty they had granted, and 
made a new aft, wherein no baptift church nor 
minifter was allowed to have any fdch exemption, 
jtill they h^d frji obtained certificates from three 
other churches. By which the late Mr. John 
TroSier obierved (in a remonftrance that he 
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drew, and which was prefented to our court) 
that they h^ as far as ia them lay, ^^ disfran*? 
*' chifed, unchurched and ufurped an illegal 
power over all the religious focieties. of the 
people in faid adt called anabaptifts through^ 
out this province :-~For where is it poOible 
forth6 poor anabd|>tifts to find the Jirft three 
^* authenticated minifters and churches to au- 
** thenticatc the firft three !** So we have now . 
related a cafe, in which a number of our breth- 
ren were put to new coft for copies to notify o« 
thers, with hope of relief to themlelves, and yec 
in th« fame feflfion of court, they had a worfc 
burden laid upon them than before^ ^ and their 
repeated cries, at>d thefi the petition of 'Oi^r ainir 
ted churches, weric all rejt&ed« 

• 
A very great greivance which our country . 

has juftly complained of is, that by fome late 

proceedings a man's houfe or lockscannot fecure 

cither his perfon or his property, from opprefllve 

officers. Pray then conliderwbat our. btethrea- 

have fuffered at Aflifidd. 

Many think it hard to be frowned upon only for. 
pleading for their rights, ;uid laying open parti-. 
cular adts of encroachme^ thereon *, but what 
frowns have we met with for no other crime ? 
and as the prefent conteft between Great-Briuia 
and America, is not Ib/nuch about the greatnefs 
of the taxes already laid, as.about afubmiflion to 
their taxing power i fo (though what we have al- 
ready fuSered is far from being a trifle, yet) our 
grcatcft diflniculty at prefent concerns die fubmit- 

ting 



ting to a tating power in ccclefiaftical afiairs. It 
is fuppofed by many that we are exempted from 
fuch taxes, but they are greatly miftaken, for all 
know that paper is a money article, and writing 
upon it is labour, and this tax we mufl: pay eve- 
ry year, as a token of fubmiflion to their power, 
or ctfe they will lay a heavier tax upon us. And 
we have one difficulty in fubmicting to this pow- 
er, which our countrymen have not in the other 
cafe : that is, our cafe affe£ts the confcience, as 
their's does not : and e^ual liberty of confcience 
is one eflential article in our charter, which 
conftitutes this government, and defcribes the 
extent of our rulers authority, and what are the 
rights and liberties of the people. . And in the 
confeifion of faith which our rulers and their mi* 
nifters have publifhed to the world, they fay, 
** God alone is Lord of the confcience, and hath 
*^ left it free from the doctrines and command- 
•* ments of men, which are, in tf«y thing contra- 
** ry to his word ; or not contained in it \ fo thaik 
•* to believe fuch doftrines, or to obey fuch 
*^ commands, out of confcience, is to betray 
true liberty of confcience ; and the requiring 
of an implicit faith, and an abfolute blind 
obedience, is to defti;py liberty of confcience 
•* and reafon alfo." 

And a mod: famous hiftorian of their's, after 
mentioning fome former violations of that liber- 
ty, fays, " The great noife that hath been made 
in the world about the perfecution made in 
New-England, I will now flop with only 
tranfcribing the words uttered in the (ermon 

** to 
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^ to the fifft great and general aflembly of the 

<^ Maflacbufetts-Bay, after the two colonies of 

^^ Mailachufetts and Plymouth were by Royal 

*^ Charter united, (from 2 Chron. 12. i%.) 

> 

^ I'hings will ^^ we//, when magiftrates arc 
^* great promoters of the thing that good is, 
'^ and what the Lord requireth of thenu I do 
^^ not mean that it would be well for the civH 
** magiftrate, with aw/ penalty to compel men 
** to this or that way of worjhip^ which they are 
** confdentioujly indifpofed unto. He is mod 
** properly the officer of buffmn fociety^ and a chrif- 
•* tian by non-conformity to this or that impofed 
«« way of worfhip^ does not break the terms on 
*' which he is to enjoy the benefits of human fo- 
^^ ciety. A man has a right unto his life^ his 
eftate, his liberty, and his family, although 
he fhould not come up unto thefe and thofe 
** bleiTed injtitutions of our Lord. — Violences 
^ may bring the erroneous to be hypocriteitf, 
•• but they will never bring them to be believ- 
^^ ers ; no, they naturally prejudice men's minds 
** againft the caufe^ which is therein pretended 

•* for, as being a weak,a wrong, an evil caufe/* * 

» 

Thefe things were. then delivered and were re- 
ceived with t\it thanks of the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives,and ten years after were fpreadby the hifto* 
rian thro' the nation, with the exprefs defign of 
ftoping any further complaints about New-Eng* 
land's perfeeutions. But if the conftitution of' 
this government gives the magiftrate no other 

H authority 

• Magnalia, B. 7. p. 28, 29. 
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authority than M/hat belongs to r/'z)//yj?r/^/y,,W 
dcfirc to know how he ever came to impofe znf 
particular way of viorjbif^ apon any town or prc- 
cinft whatfoever ? And if a man has i, n^bt to 
his efiate, his liherty and his family^ notwitbftand- 
ing his non-conformity to the magidrates way of 
worlhip, by what authority has any man had his 
goods fpoiled, his Jand fold, or his perfon im- 
priloned, and thereby deprived of the enjoyment 
both of his liberty and' his family/for njo crime 
at all againft the peace or welfare of the ftate, 
but only becaufe be refiifed to conform to,>or to 
fupport an impofed way of worfhip, or ^n.impa/ed 
piinifter. f 

In X celebrated oration for liberty, publilhed 
laft fpring in Bofton, a maxim was recited w^ich 
carries it's own evidence with it, whlth \z this, 

NO MAN CAN GIVE THAT WHICH IS AKOTHBll*S. 

Yet have not our legiQature from time to tiitie<^ 
made afts to enipower the major part of the in- 
habitants in towns and preciiiSts, to give away' 
their neighbours eftates to what miniflers they 

jjierfc ! 

t Many pretend that withoat a tax to fupport |ninifters» 
the public would fuffer for want of due eneooragineat of oife- 
fill learning. BnthumMf learning is furely as^ needful fbrphy- 
£cjans and lawyers, as for fpiritttal teachers ; and dare. any 

,deny that the affairs of law and phyfick fall more direftly 
undei" the notice of the ftate than divinity doea ? why then 
do our leglflatnre leave every man » and woman too, $t dUDCttyt 
to. chooie their own lawyer and phyfician» '.and .-not .olmjf^ 
them, either to enpploy or pay any other, though thcmajori^ 
tv may prefer them ? Can any better rea(bn be reiidcftd fbf 
Uili diiFerence in condnd than this, viz. It has been found 
to be an eafier matter to imfo/e upoa people i about their fonUt 

th^a about their bodies or their temporal efiatcs ! 
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p]cafe ! And can we fubmit to fuch do6lrincs 
and commandments of men, and not htray true 
liberty of confcience 1 Every perfon is or ought 
to be, benefited by civil government, and there- 
fore they owe rulers honor and a tribute on that 
account 9 but the like cannot be truly faid of an 
impofed minifter ; for /as the gofpel miniftry is 
an ordinance of God and not of man, fo the 
obligation that any perfon or people are un- 
4er to obey and fupporc any man as a minifter 
of Chriil^ arifes from the conftdtration of his ap« 
pearing' to them torefemble his Mafter in do£lrine 
and converfdHotti and from the benefit which peo- 
ple receive under their miniftrations. % From 
whence the ; law* of equity makes the free com- 
munications of our carnal things to Chrift's mi- 
nifterSf.to be a matter that as really concerns the 
exerciie of a good confcience toward God, as 
prayer and praife do ; for they are both called 
^r(^r^j to him ia the fame chapter. Heb. 134 

Thus we have laid btfore the public a brief 
view of our fentiments concerning liberty of 
confcience, and a little Iketch of our fuflferings on 
that account. If any can (how us that we have 
.made any miftakes, etcher about principles or 
fafts, we would lie open to convidion : But we 
hope none will violate the foreciced article of 
faith fo much, as to require us to yield a blind 
obedience to.thern, or to exped that fpoiling of 

goods 

t'Heb. 12. 7, 17. Phil. 4. 9, 10, i Cor, 9, ix. 
Gal. 6. 6. I Tin. 5.. 17. i%. 

« 
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goods or imprifonment can move lis to betray the 
caufe of true liberty. 

A late writer in the Bofton papers, has taken 
much pains to prove, thac fome other colonies 
have Im^ofed upon people in fuch affairs 
worfe than New-England has ; and to prove it 
he informs ns, that an ad for minifters mainten- 
ance, was paffed in New- York near eighty years 
ago, which fucceeding rulers have turned to fup- 
port a denomination that had very few reprefen- 
latives in court when the aft was made, while 
the denomination who made it, have been deni- 
ed any benefit from it. If fo, how loud is the 
call to every man that is a friend to liberty, and 
who regards the good of pofterity, to rife and ex- 
ert all his influence, to demolifh the engine which 
has done fo much mifchief in all ages ! We are 
far from trying to reprcfent the fathers of New- 
England as the worfl of the colonifts ; We be- 
lieve the contrary. But our veneration for their 
memory, is fo far from reconciling us to, that it 
fills us with greater deteftation o^ that fnyftery 
of iniquity^ which carried them into fuch ads of 
impofition and perfecutTon as have left a great 
blemifh upon their char^ftcr. And fince thefc 
are tedious things to dwell upon, we Ihall clofc 
with this remark. 

The Maflachufetts miniflers, in their letter to 

governor Jencks and other baptifts in Provi- 

cl^nce, faid, We hope and pray that ancient mat- 

,ters that had- /^rrw^^y unhappily in them may 

be buried in oblivion. Now we are told that 

acrimony 



acrimony fignifies that quality in one bodf • 
whereby it corrodes, cats up or deftroys another. 
This easing deftroying quality is truly unhappy : 
but how can it be buried before it is dead ? The 
worft of criminals are to be executed before they 
are buried. Therefore let this cruel man-eater bt 
fairly executed,andweare ready to join heart anct 
hand to bury him» and not to have a bone of hini ' 
Teft for cpntention in all the land. If it be fo ' 
hard to our opponents to hear of thefc matters^ 
what has it been to thofe who have felt tbciri 
eating and deftroying influence for thefe hund- 
red and forty years ? And how can any perfon 
lift up his head before God or man, and fay he 
hopes to have thefe things buried, if he at the 
fame time holds faft, and tries hard to keep alive ' 
the procuring caufe of them I 

The foregoing appeal^ having been examili* 
ed and approtred by many of his^ brethren, it 
prefented to the public, by their humble fer* 
vant, 

ISAAC BACKUS. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the above was written, I have receiv-* 
ed dired accounts, that at Montague (whofc 
cafe is mentioned p. 32.) they continue from 
time to time, to make diftrels upon the princi- 
pal members of the baptift church there, whom 
the law direfts to fign their certificates, while 

they 
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thcy^ tet the reft of the foclety alone. Alio th^u: 
William White a regular member of the baptift 
church in Aflifield,wbo lives in Chefterfield, and 
Jias had his ftanding in faid church certified ac- 
cording to law ; yet had a^ cow taken from him 
on Auguft 25, X773» and fold the jothy for the 
pedobaptift minifters rate ; and that in both of 
tbefe places, the civil charges of the town, and 
the minifters falary are all blended in one tax 
(contrary as I am informed to .the law oToun 
province) (6 that our brethren itRho would readily. 
pay their civil tax, yet cannot do it, without pay- 
ing the minifters alfo. Now the g^and pretence 
that is made for the ufe of the fecular arm to 
fupport minifters is, that thereby e^atity, is ef*- 
tabliftied among the people *, but what religion^: 
equality or equity: can there be in the above 
proceedings ! 
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ERRATA. 

Page 9* line 12. read man. P. iz. 1. 28. r. him. P. 
14. 1. 30. r. Julian. 1. 32. r. decided. P. ic. 1. 17. r. 
force. P. 17. 1. 9. r. this^ P. 21. I. 19. demand, P. 
26. 1. 1. dele the. I. 14. r.itis. P. 31. h 19. r. to. P. 
42. 1. 19. r. are. P. 44. 1. 28. the word latily (houM be 
after and. P. 48. 1. I4« r- pf. 1. 20. dele of. . P. 50, 
L ^. r. you.to us. Lets miftakes are left to the reades's 



BOOKS Pabltihed by Ifaae Baektu, Paftor of 

a Church in ACddhbtrougb, 



"A 



DISCOURSE on an internal caU » -^ 
preach the gofpel. 



«^ 2. A difcourfe from Gal. 4, 31. There is y\ 
added to the fecond edition^ an anfwer to Mr. 
Frotbingbam on baptifm. 

^ 3* A Sermon on fpiritual ignorance. ^^ 

y^ 4. A Letter to Mr, Lord. ^ 

^ 5. A Sermon on the duty of family prayer. ^^ 

6. A difcourfe intitled. True faith will pro- "^ 
duce good works. 

7. An examination of Mr, Fifih nine fcr- '^ 
mons. 

8 . Gofpel comforts under heavy tidings. /\ 
9* A pica for liberty of confcience. ,/w 

10. A vindication oS fovereign grace. y^ 

11. A letter concerning religious taxest ^^ 

12. A reply to Mr. Holly on baptifm. /^^ 

13. An Ordination Sermon. ^^ 
.14. A reply to Mr. Fijh. 

The moft of thefe may be had fingle at Mr* 
Pbillip Freimaff% in Union-Street^ Eo§ia%^ mA 
a few fctts of the whoVc V>q\lti^\si w^NOiswMak. 
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